The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 9 H 7 NO 2 S, contains two crystallographically independent molecules (A and B). 
Related literature
For the different roles of 1,3-oxazol-5(4H)-one derivatives, see: Etschenberg et al. (1980) ; Reed & Kingston (1986) Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg1 is the centroid of the thiophene ring S1A/C1A-C4A. 
Data collection: CrysAlis PRO (Oxford Diffraction, 2010 ); cell refinement: CrysAlis PRO; data reduction: CrysAlis PRO; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2015) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 2012) ; software used to prepare material for publication: PLATON (Spek, 2009 Erlenmeyer azlactones have been used in a wide variety of reactions as precursors for biologically active peptides (Etschenberg et al., 1980; Reed & Kingston, 1986) (Table 1 ) and π-π interactions forming a three dimensional structure [Cg1···Cg2 i = 3.767 (2) A° and Cg3···Cg4 ii = 3.886 (2) Å where Cg1, Cg2, Cg3 and Cg4 are the centroids of rings S1A/C1A-C4A, O1A/N1A/C6A-C8A, S1B/C1B-C4B and O1B/N1B/C6B-C8B, respectively, with symmetry codes: (i) -x+1, -y+1, -z and (ii) -x+1, -y+1, -z+1].
S2. Experimental
A mixture of acetyl glycine (2 g, 0.017 mol), thiophene-2-carbaldehyde (1.91 g, 0.017 mol), anhydrous sodium acetate (1.39 g, 0.017 mol) and acetic anhydride (5.20 g, 0.051 mol) was heated on electric plate with constant stirring. As soon as the mixture liquefied completely, the resulting solution was refluxed for 2 h. 25 ml of ethanol was added slowly to the contents of the flask and the mixture was allowed to stand overnight in a refrigerator. The solid mass that separated out was stirred with 60 ml of cold water, filtered, washed with cold water and recrystallized from carbon tetrachloride. Single crystals were grown from chloroform by the slow evaporation method (m.p.: 411-412 K).
S3. Refinement
All the H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model: C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C) for methyl H atoms and = 1.2U eq (C) for other H atoms.
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Figure 1
A view of the molecular structure of the two independent molecules of the title compound, with atom labelling.
Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 40% probability level.
Figure 2
A view along the b axis of the crystal packing of the title compound. The C-H···O ydrogen bonds are shown as dashed lines (see Table 1 for details; molecule A blue; molecule B red).
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